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factor is that continental populations are themselves very
unevenly spread as a result mainly of the existence of differential
capacities to support people. Nevertheless, there is a striking
concentration of population in Asia and Europe which has been
continuously maintained for the last three hundred years.
According to the calculations of Sir Alexander Carr-Saunders,1
Asia and Europe together contained 78.9 per cent of the world's
population of 545 millions in 1650 and 79.7 per cent of the
2,057 millions in 1933. Europe alone, and in spite of its com-
paratively small area, has increased its proportion of world
population from 18.3 per cent in 1650 to 25.2 per cent in 1933,
although there was a steady drain on its numbers due to
emigration throughout the nineteenth century and during the
first two decades of the twentieth.
There is also great disparity between States in area and
population. Even the Great Powers are very dissimilar in this
regard, as Professor East has shown,2 and, for various reasons to
be discussed later, there is unlikely to be any equalization of
population numbers among States in the future. Hence, the
political geographer is confronted by a set of demographic
conditions, the import of which may cause him to ponder
seriously, yet there can be no doubt that such conditions are of
primary significance in both the internal and external affairs of
States.
Neither a large total population nor a high density of human
occupancy alone is enough to give a State major political
importance. People are necessary to cultivate the fields, to man
the industries, and so forth. They are in many respects the chief
resource of every State, yet a high level of economic produc-
tivity is not necessarily a corollary of dense population. Witness
the example of China, which is reputed to have the largest coal
reserves in the world and undoubtedly possesses the largest
population, yet it has not become an important industrial
country.
To achieve political power in the world, quantity of
population is of less importance than its quality, the latter'
1 A. M. Carr-Saunders, World Population, Oxford, 1936, Fig. 8, p. 42.
* W. G. East, "The Nature of Political Geography", Politico, Vol. n,
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